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	UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2008
	Implementation by the Irish Government and State bodies 2009 – Present day

	1. Signed by the Irish government and the Irish State
	Yes



	2. Ratified by Dail Eireann
	No.
in 2015, it has been ratified by 156 countries, including the EU, but not Ireland. 
Source: https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-15&chapter=4&lang=en 
The EU ratified this UN Convention on 23rd December 2010, and member states, such as Ireland, may have new legal obligations in respect of this.
‘ Ireland must ratify UN Convention on Rights of People with Disabilities’
Irish Times newspaper, March 30, 2015

	3. Article 1 of the CRPD states: “The purpose of the present convention is to promote, protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and to promote respect for their inherent dignity.
“Persons with disabilities include those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others.”
4. Article 3. Guiding Principles
a. Respect for inherent dignity, individual autonomy including the freedom to make one's own choices, and independence of persons;
b. Non-discrimination;
c. Full and effective participation and inclusion in society;
d. Respect for difference and acceptance of persons with disabilities as part of human diversity and humanity;
e. Equality of opportunity;
f. Accessibility;
g. Equality between men and women;
h. Respect for the evolving capacities of children with disabilities and respect for the right of children with disabilities to preserve their identities.

5. Article 8. As a change of perceptions is essential to improve the situation of persons with disabilities, ratifying countries are to combat stereotypes and prejudices and promote awareness of the capabilities of persons with disabilities.
6. Article 4. State Obligations.
(a) To adopt all appropriate legislative, administrative and other measures for the implementation of the rights recognized in the present Convention;
(b) To take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to modify or abolish existing laws, regulations, customs and practices that constitute discrimination against persons with disabilities;
Provisions (c) to (i) in Article 4.
7. Article 10. Countries are to guarantee that persons with disabilities enjoy their inherent right to life on an equal basis with others

8. Article 6. Ensure the equal rights and advancement of women and girls with disabilities 

9. Article 7. Protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms of children with disabilities

10. Article 5. Countries are to recognize that all persons are equal before the law, to prohibit discrimination on the basis of disability and guarantee equal legal protection.

11. Article 17. Countries must protect the physical and mental integrity of persons with disabilities

12. Article 24. Educational supports for disabled children in schools and colleges. Sections 1-5, no discrimination  against disabled children in schools and colleges.
13. Article 25. No discrimination in the provision of health services. No deprivation of necessary treatments.

14. Article 26.  Provide comprehensive habilitation and rehabilitation services in the areas of health, employment and education.

15. Article 27. No discrimination against disabled people in employment. Actively promote employment of disabled people in the public sector and private sector.
16. Article 8. Disability awareness raising to promote tolerance and respect, and to end discrimination and stigma

17. Article 29. Political representation and involvement in state decision making processes which affect the disabled.

18. Article 16. Freedom from violence and abuse
19. Article 28. Adequate standard of living and social protection. Countries recognize the right to an adequate standard of living and social protection; this includes public housing, services and assistance for disability-related needs, as well as assistance with disability-related expenses in case of poverty.

20. Article 8. Disability awareness building and raising in society. Respect for all disabled people. End prejudices, discrimination and stigma.
	No.

Disabled people and their families have been the main victims of government austerity program since 2008. Government  cutbacks in special needs assistants and educational supports in schools, colleges and Universities. There are serious deficiencies in educational provisions for disabled children, they suffer inequality in education at primary school and secondary school levels. Non catholic children face discrimination and entry refusals in state funded schools primary schools and secondary schools. Religious discrimination in state funded schools is a major legal and Constitutional issue in Ireland.

Government elimination of motorised transport grant and mobility allowance and government  lied to people by saying it would replace it. Large government cutbacks in home help, disability payments, rent (housing) allowance, social housing for the disabled, in grants for special disability equipment and assistive technology, housing adaption grants, in respite care, and in grants to Centres for Independent Living. There is a long waiting list for personal assistance hours. During this time, disabled people faced increases in food costs, fuel costs, service charges, clothing costs, rents, mortgage payments, legal costs, and faced new taxes such as water charges and property taxes and reductions in tax allowances. Attempt by the government to abolish personal assistance services in 2012, but this was stopped by mass protests on the streets. View video of disabled people protesting outside government buildings in 2012 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-uqJuOmWDk 
Thousands of disabled people are kept in residential institutions against their will. They would prefer to have independent lives but cannot do so due to deficiencies in state supports, state provisions of housing and adaptive equipment and devices, and accessible transport, and state funding.
Cutbacks in funding for rural transport programmes and elimination of several programmes. These provided accessible transport for disabled people in rural areas of Ireland for many years, and their loss has had a negative impact on disabled people and the elderly.

Cutbacks in the state funding of all disability organisations which provide front line services to disabled people and their families. This has brought reductions in services and closures in many cases. The forced closure of several state-funded disability organisations such as PWDI. No representation of disabled people by disabled people at political and government level and in state decision making which affects their lives. Many of these disability organisations were involved in disability awareness building in Irish society. This is one of many examples where the government has failed in disability awareness building.

Major cutbacks in mental health budgets and in staff employed and in mental health programs. ‘Vision for Change’ policy is a total failure and only partially implemented in some cases nationwide. 
http://www.healingcentres.org/   and   Kenny's promises on mental health were pure guff.  Irish Independent 5 June 2015
Government cutbacks in hospitals, clinics, health services and health budgets, and the continuation of long waiting lists and massively over-crowded accident and emergency departments in hospitals means that many disabled people cannot get basic treatments for their illnesses. Many ill disabled people are left to suffer and linger for years, and die prematurely or commit suicide, often in dire circumstances. The government has not protected the physical and mental integrity of persons with disabilities.
The 'Progressing Disability Services for Children' program is failing from lack of state funding, lack of skilled staff, lack of resources, and lack of implementation, oversight and monitoring. Its another victim of austerity and cutbacks.

Increase in destitution and homelessness of disabled people since 2009. There are 100,000 people on social housing waiting lists,  and tens of thousands of people are homeless. There is a homelessness crisis in Ireland for several years, and this was brought to public attention by the death of a homeless disabled man, Jonathan Corrie, on the street less than 100 metres from the Irish Parliament, Dail Eireann  - see RTE news report http://www.rte.ie/news/2014/1201/663841-death/ Homelessness has increased every year since 2009, yet there are over 150,000 empty properties in Ireland which are being kept empty by private landlords, banks, and state bodies so to make profits in the future.

Part M of the Building regulations were not enforced and monitored by the government. Failure to integrate accessibility (for disabled people and elderly) into building designs and construction in the private sectors and public sectors.

Employment targets for employing disabled people in the civil service and state bodies are not being met. No targets for employing people in the private sector. Widespread discrimination against disabled people in recruitment and employment. Equality Tribunals have been found to be slow, dismissive, ineffective and unsuccessful by many disabled people. There is widespread discrimination and stigma against those people with mental health disabilities, and they are 9 times more likely to be out of work.
In Winter 2014, appalling abuse of disabled people in Aras Attracta in Mayo, Ireland was exposed in the press and media and this caused public outrage, but there are other cases of abuses of disabled people and other vulnerable people throughout Ireland at present, this is likely to continue.

The Irish government has claimed that there is not enough money and resources to provide basic disability rights and opportunities for inclusion and socio-economic advancement, but the Irish government spent (and borrowed) over 80 billion euros to bail out corrupt and criminal banks, bond holders, hedge funds, speculators and financial institutions. The direct and indirect costs of the state bail out of banks, bond holders etc. was 100 billion euros according to Dr. Patrick Honohan at the Banking Inquiry in 2015. The most vulnerable people in society bore the brunt of suffering caused by the enforced bail out, austerity and recession, according to the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission.
'Most vulnerable forced to bear brunt of recession' Irish Independent, 5/6/2015


Many large deficiencies in the care of disabled people and in their disability rights and independent living caused by government bail outs and austerity programmes since 2009.

These policies have wider societal effects. Many cases of social exclusion, prejudices, belittlement,  mockery, disrespect, gossip,  slander and stigma against disabled people in socialising, neighbourhoods and communities, social circles, and throughout Irish society. 

	21. Article 19 Support for Independent living. Persons with disabilities must be able to live independently, to be included in the community, to choose where and with whom to live and to have access to in-home, residential and community support services

22. Article 20. Personal mobility and independence are to be fostered by facilitating affordable personal mobility, training in mobility skills and access to mobility aids, devices, assistive technologies and live assistance
23. Article 9. On the fundamental issue of accessibility, the Convention requires countries to identify and eliminate obstacles and barriers and ensure that persons with disabilities can access their environment, transportation, public facilities and services, and information and communications technologies.
24. Article 9. Accessibility. Sections 1-2.
	No.

Government elimination of motorised transport grant and mobility allowance and government  lied to people by saying it would replace it. Large government cutbacks in home help, disability payments, rent (housing) allowance, social housing for the disabled, in grants for special disability equipment and assistive technology, housing adaption grants, in respite care, and in grants to Centres for Independent Living. There is a long waiting list for personal assistance hours. Disabled people faced increases in food costs, fuel costs, service charges, rents, mortgage payments, and new taxes such as water charges and property taxes and reductions in tax allowances. Attempt by the government to abolish personal assistance services in 2012, but this was stopped by mass protests on the streets. View video of disabled people protesting outside government buildings in 2012 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-uqJuOmWDk

Thousands of disabled people are kept in residential institutions against their will. They would prefer to have independent lives but cannot do so due to deficiencies in state supports, state provisions of housing and adaptive equipment and devices, and accessible transport, and state funding. 
Cutbacks in funding for rural transport programmes and elimination of several programmes. These provided accessible transport for disabled people in rural areas of Ireland for many years, and their loss has had a negative impact on disabled people and the elderly.
Government cutbacks in special needs assistants and educational supports in schools. See section above concerning discrimination in employment and failure of ‘Vision for Change’ policy.

	25. Article 12. Countries are to ensure the equal right to own and inherit property, to control financial affairs and to have equal access to bank loans, credit and mortgages. Equal recognition before the law.
	No. 
New capacity legislation not drafted, debated, and passed in parliament.


	26. Article 5. Countries are to recognize that all persons are equal before the law, to prohibit discrimination on the basis of disability and guarantee equal legal protection.
27. Article 12. Sections 1 -5. Non discrimination by the legal system, police and government bodies.

28. Article 5. Provisions 1 - 4
29. Article 13. They are to ensure access to justice on an equal basis with others 

30.  Article 14. Make sure that persons with disabilities enjoy the right to liberty and security and are not deprived of their liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily
31. Article 15. Cruel and inhuman treatment of disabled people. Including harassment and intimidation over a period of time.
32. Article 4. Abolish laws, regulations, customs and practices that constitute discrimination
33. Article 16. Freedom from violence and abuse
	In Ireland, disabled people are not equal before the law, and minorities, children and disadvantaged groups are not equal before the law, please read  www.healingcentres.org/law.htm . Discrimination against, mockery and abuse of disabled people by police and the legal system is common, with many cases of deprivation of justice.  Disabled people are seen as easy targets by criminals and thugs. Harassment and intimidation of disabled people is illegally allowed to continue for years while police and public prosecutors, Ombudsmen, “review panels”, and the legal system illegally ignore it and do nothing. There is an unwillingness and inability of police and others to investigate thoroughly and expose lies, deception and perjuries.  Some cases of disabled victims of crime being denied justice and continuing to be harassed and intimidated and then the disabled victim being unfairly arrested / prosecuted for self defence.
Many cases of serious misconduct, incompetence and corruption in the legal system was exposed in 2014 and 2015, and there were resignations of the Minister for Justice, the Police Commissioner for Ireland, and Secretary General of the Department of Justice. The Police Inspectorate Report of 2014 shows many serious problems and deficiencies within policing and the legal system -  http://healingcentres.org/Inspectorate.pdf .The legal system is in disrepute, and is not adequately serving the people, including disabled people.

	34. Article 29. Countries are to ensure equal participation in political and public life, including the right to vote, to stand for elections and to hold office
	No.
Disabled people not seen as viable political candidates by political parties and the general public.  This being the result of social exclusion, prejudices, belittlement, mockery, disrespect,  gossip, slander and stigma against disabled people in socialising, neighbourhoods and communities, social circles, and throughout Irish society.

	35. Article 23.Children with disabilities shall have equal rights, shall not be separated from their parents against their will, except when the authorities determine that this is in the child’s best interests, and in no case shall be separated from their parents on the basis of a disability of either the child or the parents
	No

Several cases of disabled children being forcefully removed from their parents by social services or questionable court orders without just cause. Disability and prejudices around disability engrained in Irish society and civil service being the main factor.

	36. Article 16. Laws and administrative measures must guarantee freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse. In case of abuse, States shall promote the recovery, rehabilitation and reintegration of the victim and investigate the abuse
	No.

Disabled people are ignored and not given these services. Government austerity and cutbacks means there is not enough money allocated and given for such services.

	37. Article 22. Respect for Privacy
1. No person with disabilities, regardless of place of residence or living arrangements, shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his or her privacy, family, home or correspondence or other types of communication or to unlawful attacks on his or her honour and reputation. Persons with disabilities have the right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks.
2. States Parties shall protect the privacy of personal, health and rehabilitation information of persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others.
	No.
Some people working in the police, state bodies, social services, social welfare, HSE, political parties, city and county councils, do not respect the privacy of others. There exists a big problem with gossip, backbiting, slander and rumour in Ireland, often in bars, nightclubs, cafes, restaurants and at social events (sports, religious, funerals, weddings), which creates misunderstandings and conflict between people. And there is no monitoring of these state bodies and private organisations to protect privacy. No enforcement of existing privacy legislation. 

The following activities are widely seen as normal and acceptable in Irish society  -  social exclusion, prejudices, belittlement, mockery, disrespect, gossip,  slander and stigma against disabled people in socialising, neighbourhoods and communities, social circles, and throughout Irish society.

	38. Article 30. Countries are to promote participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport by ensuring provision of television programmes, films, theatre and cultural material in accessible formats, by making theatres, museums, cinemas and libraries accessible, and by guaranteeing that persons with disabilities have the opportunity to develop and utilize their creative potential not only for their own benefit, but also for the enrichment of society. Countries are to ensure their participation in mainstream and disability-specific sports.
	No.
Government austerity and cutbacks since 2008 have halted progress in this area.
Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport made very difficult / impossible by widespread social exclusion, prejudices, belittlement, mockery, disrespect, gossip,  slander and stigma against disabled people in socialising, neighbourhoods and communities, social circles, and throughout Irish society.

	39. Article 21. Countries are to promote access to information by providing information intended for the general public in accessible formats and technologies, by facilitating the use of Braille, sign language and other forms of communication and by encouraging the media and Internet providers to make on-line information available in accessible formats.

	No.
government austerity and cutbacks since 2008 have halted progress in this area. Major deficiencies in this area need to be addressed.

	40. Article 33. To ensure implementation and monitoring of the Convention, countries are to designate a focal point in the government and create a national mechanism to promote and monitor implementation.
	No.
The government has not done this and has no plans to do so. Representative disability organisations are not involved, and several have been shut down by the government or have had their funding greatly reduced and their functions and effectiveness curtailed. There have been efforts by the government to prevent independent criticism, analysis and monitoring by independent disability organisations. 

	41. Article 23. Discrimination relating to marriage, family and personal relations shall be eliminated. Persons with disabilities shall have the equal opportunity to experience parenthood, to marry and to found a family, to decide on the number and spacing of children, to have access to reproductive and family planning education and means, and to enjoy equal rights and responsibilities regarding guardianship, wardship, trusteeship and adoption of children.
42. Article 23. Sections 1-5.
	No. 

Marriage, relationships and partnerships are mainly determined by one’s job, wealth and social status. Marriage and relationships made very difficult or impossible by the government cutbacks mentioned above, and the widespread social exclusion, prejudices, belittlement, mockery, disrespect, gossip,  slander and stigma against disabled people in socialising, neighbourhoods and communities, social circles, and throughout Irish society.
 
New capacity legislation not drafted and passed. Many disabled parents or disabled children  have suffered harassment from social services. This being related to continuing prejudices, discrimination and stigma in Irish society.

	43. According to article 18 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, this means the State is “obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat the object or purpose of the treaty”
	Yes.
The Irish state has breached article 18 of the Vienna Convention in relation to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2008

	44. Breaches of Universal Declaration of Human Rights
	Yes.

There are several breaches of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the Irish state and Irish society.


